The complexities of plastic
bags
Do you dislike the UK’s “throwaway” culture? Do you share the
Daily Mail‘s concern about the damage with plastic waste is
doing to our coastlines and oceans? If so, you will probably
be pleased to know that since the introduction of the 5p
charge on plastic bags in supermarkets in 2016, single plastic
bag use has dropped dramatically – by as much as 90% according
to some sources.
Now the 5p charge is being extended. Small outlets (defined as
those with less than 250 employees) will lose their exemption
and will have to start charging for plastic bags too, most
likely before the end of the year.
While most of us must surely be delighted if there are fewer
discarded plastic bags cluttering up our roadsides, the issue
isn’t quite that straightforward.
Firstly, it exposes the complexities of political life for
politicians like Michael Gove, the current Secretary of State
for the Environment. Gove has traditionally been labelled
“Centre Right“, which has historically meant a supporter of
small government. You would think, therefore, that although
he was apparently “haunted” by the amount of plastic which is
polluting our oceans, he would look to find a solution which
is more free market and less statist than the introduction of
what is, in effect, another tax.
This, however, is far from the only complexity which has been
raised in this war on plastic. When the initial legislation
bringing in the 5p charge was introduced, nowhere did it
mention that it has its origins in an

to portray the success of the 5p charge as a domestic
affair”.
For sure, given that the original legislation predated the Brexit vote, the omission of any mention of the EU
cannot have been as a result of wishing to downplay the EU’s
role for fear of boosting its popularity and thus undermining
the case for Brexit. More likely, as the writer suggests, in
these days when politicians are eager to emphasise their
“green credentials”, it is more a case that Michael Gove or
perhaps even Theresa May are wanting people to make
assumptions that the 5p tax is their idea, given that the war

